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1 momentum meanmg that 50 much-
- . 3. “work has-gone into preparations. and"
Althou,,h Amencans are “breathmv Y

. more”easily about Poland”. these days
as the-prospect of Soviet military_in-
tervention: appears to be recedmg, the -
- chairman--of - the - House : mtelhoence*
" oversight - subcommittee. argues that:
-“the :real ‘danger. has not. passed an
s, in fact, “just.about. to begin.”:

In_a. report: titled, “’I‘he Worst 15

Yet tchome, pubhshed today, Rep.
- Les Aspin: (D-Wis)) asserts that. “the- .’
chancm ofa:Soviet .invasion are very
+high” s d 5 S e
' Contrary to ‘many mtelhcence ‘and
'  press reports suggesting- that. the Sovi-
, g ggmplgm pregargtlons to invade

~early -in__December, Aspin’
clalms “there is strong evidence” that :
Moscow wasn't tully ready then, mili- .
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- THE WASHINGTON POST
2 January 1981
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s0 ‘many careers are on the line that
.bureaucrats may be keenly aware they

““window,” after.which spring rains and ¥
other factors will ‘'make:’it hard to
maintain the current forces in place.”:

% If-Poland blows up after. this~time
"and the ‘troops . areout ot’ position,

- officials womed about “takxng the
:“heat,” he says. - R
. Furthermore, he adds, “On no other
occasion of which. we-are: aware have‘
torces at - their command after such"
massxve preparatxons R
=~ Aspin also 'says that Polands com
mumsts today are amy’chmc7 but a reli:

able ‘instrument . of Kremlin " control™7;
tarily or politically, and that the real " and that the party leader, Stanislaw"

the-end of March.” .

¢ Aspin says that US. ofﬁcxa]s havej
- been “touting” Soviet preparedness for
'an invasion since Dec. 3.“It is. this of-""

, ficial - position, _more :than -anything =

'else he says; “that has produced the:
! current sense of ease.”{ o

} But_ Asgm, whose commzttee hasl'

ing - the U.S. intelligence- -
‘commumty’

danger will run from “mid-. Ianuarv to

'ty who. would like to see a- Sowet in-
tervention sweep him from power.’

- On the military side, Aspm essen-
tlally argues that Moscow’ “checklist”

other U.S. analysts believe. -
Czechoslovak:an intelligence officers
rained in the Soviet system Aspin’
“ reports,”said it took six"months" of

ability to forecast Soviet “preparation to invade their country .

those in 1958 In-

| Caeghoslovalda -and = Afghanistan - in: % Measured- from mid-July, when Polish™!

11979, savs this-early forecast of readi-- »

iness for-a possible intervention early«:
jin December:“may be another case of ~
:the.:'common.~mtelﬁgence -Jailure- oF -

‘gm!'x_-r_q‘ riimaging - assuming that oth-."

iers are-like us.”. ..

,‘"I‘he Sovxets nge much greater weigh
‘gdvance—xp;eparatxon.,« The- Sovie

b e ~probably’.s
ihasn't made up-its mind "to.intervene
{Aspin’. says,‘*the -“odds’ strongly: favor
‘an{invasion”

.Tso

{and " he.cites  three ‘rea-:*

- and insist that is the standard time.
*labor. “unrest- bégan, . this *would.’put -

.ger period.-
: \f'I‘hough Aspm dxd not say 5o’ pub-
icly; it is known’ that one factor be
< hind his analysis is the Soviet tenden-

C hot yet completed.
" The ‘Soviets- have miore ° “than’- two

lheved thxs was all t.hat was needed
ut in the case of Czechoslovakia,
the Soviets reportedly also had coordi

:ﬁ

= First isswhat "he- calls “hureatncratic =
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f‘kvarmngs, the Sovxets reportedly have

- and‘are nearing completion- of these
| . various commumcatxons and readmess
_“must “use or lose” this January-March -.. :

: Soviet ; actxvttles that appear to some
= to be more tundamentally preparatory
* rather-than simply - to -“brush sup”™a

‘then, undoubtedly. there. are- Kremlin - ;‘_force already set ‘to” move. ~This new

"‘7,‘ umts. .

5.-also ‘because “of the’ peculx
’ style ‘of mobxhzatxon 3

March.The tour of dity for the last]
“biannual call-up.of. draftees is due to
“end.in May.. Aspin believes that keep-

Kania, faces opponents within: his par-

~ablé - Tisk . of disrupting the -Soviet
_‘home front,: economy and admmxstra-
; txve apparatus R s i
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“of preparations is longer than some_:

‘mid- January a the start of the dan &

- says the Rumanians, frequently oppo-

would ot have gone’ to such a meet-"

< dqzen dmslons in_six armies and on.’

“to suggest that the danver may: be re~

~Aspin’s view is supported mostly with-,
:nated exercises:of entire fronts as.an
entity 3before * attacking.”Since'- -early- -

LAgency, which’-menitors - worldwide

begun _ exercising - these . entire * fronts

: v»,

there are ‘signs of c.ther

Slmxlarly,

Tactivity - reportedly -includes -assigningt
- some Soviet personnel to Polish army

Aspin argues that an invasion after
March. would- be tough because spring
mud ‘wouild: bog down tank. forces and
Sovxet

7 Soviet reservists called up for mobl-
ization are due:;to-return home in]

ng ‘both.on duty would run consider-

“The main ewdence for lack of poht-j
ical preparedness, he ‘says, is.absence}
sof%: 4" constant sKremlin propaganda !
“line tellmrr the ‘world -how -bad things’
are in Poland. He ‘also puts heavy em-
phasis on the attendance of Rumanian’
iileaders -at .the. Warsaw- Pact -summit s
meeting in Moscow on Dec.: 6.:Aspin

- of rxMoscow’s+ foreigr policy,

ing if they.were- convmced a decision’
to mtervene had»already been made :

- ceding: ¥, Some:"sources ' suggest . that.

in' the ' supersecret National Security]
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